
 
Every year I set a goal for how many books I want to 
read. This year has been the lowest (so far). But that 
doesn’t mean I am reading any less. 

I’m finding myself going back to some books I had read 
previously and rereading them. As I reflect, I am really 
not rereading as much as reading them again. I am a 
different person now then I was before, so my 
understanding of the text changes.  

That said, I also realized that I needed to take some 
“reading risks” and venture out to new authors and 
genres. We can get into reading ruts. Maybe a good 
thing initially, especially for students, but we can close 
our minds to new ideas. And with that, here are some 
recommended titles I read this year. Maybe you will find 
one to explore. 

When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead 

(middle level) 
Fans of A Wrinkle in Time will likely enjoy this story, 
which connects with L’engle’s classic. 

  

A Wrinkle in Time – The Graphic Novel by 

Hope Larson (middle level) 
If you have not read a graphic novel before, try this one. 
It’s an excellent adaptation.  
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The Power by Naomi Alderman (adult) 

One of the best science fiction books I’ve read. 
Accessible to anyone. The Washington Post 
described it as “this era’s The Handmaid’s Tale”.  

Janesville: An American Story by Amy 
Goldstein (adult) 

A journalist reports from Janesville, Wisconsin as 
the GM plant closes. Goldstein tells the stories of 

the employees and their families with compassion.  

  

  

The Cuckoo’s Calling by Robert 

Galbraith (adult) 

J.K. Rowling writes under a pen name, the first in a 
series of crime mysteries. The characters are well 
developed, and the book was hard to put down. 

Upstream by Mary Oliver (adult) 
This anthology of essays by a well-known 

American poet is not a usual selection for 
me. I’m glad I picked it up. Oliver has a 

unique perspective on life and the world. 

  

 


